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COMMENTS OF WORLDSPAN, L.P.

Worldspan L.P. (“Worldspan”) submits these comments on the Departments’ proposal to
extend the sunset date of 14 C.F.R. Part 255 for a period of ten months, until January 31, 2004.

Worldspan favors the prompt deregulation of the CRS industry and believes that Part 255
should terminate as soon as possible. Worldspan will take this position in its comments to be
filed on March 17 in response to Department’s November 15, 2002 notice of proposed
rulemaking (“NPRM”). In brief, Worldspan believes that the Part 255 rules have outlived their
usefulness, are no longer justified and may cause competitive harm. The NPRM acknowledges
as much, at least with respect to specific rules. Accordingly, it is Worldspan’s strong preference
that Part 255 terminate without further extension on the current March 31, 2003 sunset date.

As a practical matter, however, Worldspan realizes that, having established a March 16
comment date and a May 15 reply date for the NPRM and having tentatively determined in the
NPRM that some of the Part 255 rules may continue to be necessary, the Department is likely to
extend Part 255 for some period beyond March 31, 2003. On the other hand, Worldspan urges

the Department to consider a shorter extension than ten months. The purpose of an extension is
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to allow the Department to prepare and issue a final rule before the new sunset date is reached.
With due respect to the Department and the Department’s staff, Worldspan urges the Department
to extend Part 255 for no more than eight months, i.e., to no later than November 30, 2003. A
November 30, 2003 sunset date would give the Department over six months to issue a final rule
after the submission of reply comments on May 15 and would result in the Department issuing a
final rule slightly over one year after the issuance of the NPRM.

The Part 255 sunset date previously has been extended five times. If the Department
again extends the sunset date, whether for the proposed ten months or any other period, the final
rule implementing the extension should definitively state that there will be no further extensions
of Part 255 in its current form. Furthermore, upon the conclusion of the NPRM proceeding, the
Department should allow Part 255 to terminate in its entirety on the new sunset date, if any,
established in this docket.
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